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Introduction

Bunting & Sons has attended a large number of events and venues for several years to inform as many 
people as possible about the proposed Horkesley Park Heritage and Conservation Centre - to engage with 
the public, obtain feedback and to discuss the proposals for Horkesley Park.

At many of the events and venues the public were also given the opportunity to sign a petition to register 
their support for Horkesley Park. The petition is submitted as part of the Statement of Community 
Involvement as part of  the planning application for Horkesley Park.

This document is a presentation and record of how the petition was dealt with and how the support it 
demonstrates should be taken into full consideration as part of the planning application.

The collection of signatures in support has been overwhelming, with 22,839 signatures of support collected 
up to 7th December 2008.

The petition shows a huge amount of support for the proposals, with 19,102 (83.6%) from postcode areas 
within a 60 minute drive time of the proposed Horkesley Park site, of which 10,682 (46.8%) of the signatures 
collected are from people living within the CO postcode area.

continued…
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Introduction (continued) 

Horkesley Park will attract people living locally, across the region and further afield.  The 60 minute drive time 
radius is the Primary Market defined by Sykes Leisure Projects relating to Horkesley Park. 

A hard copy set of the petition has been submitted to Colchester Borough Council as part of the planning 
application and is available for inspection at its offices at Angel Court (High Street), Colchester, Essex CO1 
1FL. The original of this is held for safe keeping at Birkett Long Solicitors, Essex House, 42 Crouch Street, 
Colchester, Essex CO3 3HH.  Scanned copies of the petition are contained within this document.

Neil Mattinson 
Partner, LDA Design

January 2009

Please refer to the appendix for the full petition.
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Some of the events, venues and locations attended include:

• Colchester Town Centre 

• Colchester Food & Drink Festival and Christmas Fairs

• Asda, Turner Rise, Colchester

• Jimmy’s Farm

• West Bergholt Show

• Tendring Show

• Essex Wildlife Trust events

• Events further afield included Cressing Temple, various farmers markets – Ware, Romford, Long Melford, 
Halstead, and Cambridge.

In order to give as many people as possible the opportunity to find out about the Horkesley Park proposals 
Bunting & Sons has attended a variety of events and venues. These have ranged from farmers markets to 
supermarkets, central town locations and local village events, and shows as well as those further afield. 

Events Attended

As well as attending events and venues where signatures were collected for the petition, Bunting & Sons 
has also been present at many other events in addition to those listed above where signatures have not 
been taken. As a result the actual number of people Bunting & Sons has engaged with has been far greater.



6

The set up varied at each event depending on the space available. At 
many events there would be one or two Suffolk horses, accompanied 
by several members of the Bunting & Sons team, including staff 
dedicated to health and safety and welfare of the horses.

The Suffolk Punch Breeding Centre is a major component of the 
Horkesley Park proposals and having the horses at the events 
encouraged people to talk to the team, look at the literature and 
presentations and gain an understanding of the proposals. 

The distinctive Horkesley Park signage, liveried vehicles and 
information handouts clearly informed the public that the display 
related to Horkesley Park.

Set up at events

The Horkesley Park display set up

The Horkesley Park road show trailer
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Depending on the amount of space available at the event the Roadshow trailer was used wherever and 
whenever possible, which enabled the public to view the exhibition display boards inside to inform them about 
the Horkesley Park proposals.

In any case, there was a considerable amount of literature and signage available providing factual information 
to people regarding Horkesley Park and a lot of interest was shown by the public who were keen to take the 
opportunity to be informed about the proposals and many showed support by signing the petition.

Set up at events

The inside of the Horkesley Park 
Roadshow trailer (containing display 
boards and model)

People hearing about the 
Horkesley Park plans

Signage exhibited
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Bunting & Sons Partners and Staff in Attendance at events and venues

The following partners and staff have attended:

Bunting & Sons Partners
Stephen Bunting (6th generation)
Daniel Bunting (7th generation)
Hector Bunting (7th generation)
Kate Bunting (7th generation)
Tom Bunting (7th generation)

Bunting & Sons Staff and Volunteers
Christopher Pratt Rebecca Leaf
Bob Pindes Victoria Breary
George Pratt Brad Smith
Roland Szabo Michelle Wakeling
Rudolf Matus Sam Pratt
Daniel Horniak Kim Raven
Ann Pratt Sarah Carter
Anne Rosborough Karen White
Michael Pratt and others
Susan Pratt
Damien Brinkley

Chris Pratt with 
Horkesley Park 

information



9

Information verbally provided at events 

Senior members of the team (usually Daniel Bunting) spoke regularly 
at events and venues, mostly using a PA system.

People were informed that a Suffolk Punch Breeding Centre would be 
a major component of the Horkesley Park proposals and other 
information, including the location and the vision for Horkesley Park, 
were then given.

Explanations about the current role of the horses and where they can 
be seen working at the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm – adjoining the 
Anchor Inn, Nayland – were also given.

Further details about Horkesley Park often included the leisure,
tourism, cultural and educational facilities as well as the individual 
elements such as the country park, restored gardens and art gallery. 

Daniel Bunting talking about the Horkesley 
Park proposals

Karen White with some of 
the information provided at 
the events
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Process for taking signatures

As well as listening to the speaker and talking to the staff, the public were encouraged to ask questions and 
discuss the proposals, and they were then given the opportunity to register their support for Horkesley Park 
by signing the petition.

Information about the location and main proposals were stated on each page of the petition:

“Location: A total area of 47.4 hectares (117.1 acres) to be known as “Horkesley Park”, comprising Bunting 
& Sons Nurseries, Hillside, The Chantry and Chantry Lodge and Land, all off London Road, Great 
Horkesley, predominantly North of London Road and alongside the A134 about 4 miles North West of 
Colchester Town Centre.

Main Proposals: Demolition and clearance of all of the existing glasshouses, other buildings and structures 
on Bunting & Sons nursery site. Redevelopment and change of use of that nursery site and adjoining land to 
create a heritage and conservation centre, incorporating main centre building, Suffolk Punch horse breeding 
centre, farm barn, nature watch (underground) building and rustic adventure playground, and ancillary 
specialist garden centre; all with ancillary catering and parking facilities. Change of use of The Chantry main 
house to art gallery, outbuildings to craft studios and part of private gardens to public gardens. Change of 
use of 27 hectares (66.7acres) of land to form country park with informal recreation and visitor facilities. The 
new buildings will have a total footprint of approximately half that of the existing on the nursery site.”
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Literature provided at events 

Information sheets were made available to everyone who signed the 
petition (Appendices I and II) so that they had information to take 
away and read. This contained details of the key elements, aims and 
location of Horkesley Park.

From time to time promotional flyers and leaflets were also given out 
to promote Bunting & Sons rural business, the Anchor Inn Heritage 
Farm, the Anchor Inn and Carter’s Vineyards to encourage people to 
visit and see the horses working.

Whilst people were able to get an idea of the role of the heavy horses 
at the events and venues, the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm provides 
excellent opportunities to see the Suffolk Punches at work as well as 
being an example of traditional non-intensive farming, living heritage 
and conservation, fitting in with Bunting & Sons vision to create a 
“Celebration of the English Countryside” at Horkesley Park.  

Hector Bunting talking to the public at an 
event

Horkesley Park information and petition at 
an event
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Statement by Daniel Bunting, Partner of Bunting & Sons 

“We have had the opportunity to speak to many people about the proposals for Horkesley Park and our 
commitment to the countryside and its sustainable regeneration. In many cases we found that once people 
were given the opportunity to be informed and understand about the proposals most were very positive.

By engaging with people, providing literature and answering questions, we have taken great care to ensure 
that people were fully aware that by signing the petition they were expressing support for Horkesley Park. 

Our policy of providing full information was implemented at all events and has been well received. There was 
one occurrence of dissatisfaction by someone claiming the petition had been misleading and the matter was 
brought to the attention of numerous authorities, including the planning office. This matter was thoroughly 
investigated and appeared to be a deliberate attempt to discredit the petition.

By bringing the plans to the attention of the public on such a wide scale we have found there is huge support 
for Horkesley Park and as such the petition is an accurate reflection of public opinion. It is therefore most 
appropriate that it be taken into consideration as part of this planning application.

continued…
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Statement by Daniel Bunting, Partner of Bunting & Sons continued…

As well as attending events and venues to collect signatures for the petition, Bunting & Sons has also been 
present at many other events where signatures have not been taken. As a result the actual number of people 
we have engaged with has been far greater than those who have had the opportunity to sign the petition.

Some of the other events attended have provided valuable opportunities to promote conservation, heritage 
and the Suffolk Horse breed, bringing the plight of the Suffolk Horse breed to the attention of the public. This 
has been in addition to informing people about Horkesley Park and we have also been keen to take part in 
and support other local venues with their events.

In the lead up to the Public Exhibition and Consultations, Site Exhibition and Show Rounds in 2007, the show 
team also used the various events and venues attended to promote the period of Public Consultation and 
encourage people to attend, meet the consultant team and find out more about the plans for Horkesley Park.

Many visitors at the events and venues have told us how much they enjoy seeing the horses, how they look 
out for the team at events and follow the progress of the Horkesley Park proposals enthusiastically.”

Daniel Bunting
Partner, Bunting & Sons

January 2009



14

Statements by event organisers 

The Suffolk horses are very popular with the public and organisers of local events and venues have been very keen to 
have the Suffolk Punches present at their events. The amount of interest shown in the heavy horses demonstrates the 
major contribution they would make to the Horkesley Park Heritage and Conservation Centre.

“…I operate the Sunday Ardleigh Car Boot Sale (amongst others) and can confirm that on many occasions 
Daniel Bunting and others of his team have attended, by invitation, our Sunday site and have displayed their 
proposals. I believe they agreed to come to our event because of the broad cross-section of our client base and 
the fact that we regularly have more people in attendance than say Colchester United F.C.

The Bunting and Sons stand was always well presented, with lots of photos of Bunting & Sons completed 
projects and much information about the Horkesley Park Proposal, so that petitioners could make an informed 
choice to sign or not.

On the days that “The Suffolks” attended it was quite easy to see who had been to their stall as they mostly 
were carrying a pamphlet given away freely about the Horkesley Park Proposals…”

Chris Harrington B.A Hons
Manager/Organiser
Ardleigh Car Boot Sale

This petition shows a considerable number of people support the proposals for Horkesley Park, but of course 
as with most planning proposals there are some people that object.  Accordingly we anticipate that there may 
be doubts cast on the validity of the signatures taken and there may be attempts to discredit the petition.  With 
this in mind some of the event and venue organisers have provided information regarding the way Bunting & 
Sons conducted the petition.
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Statements by event organisers - continued…

“…We very much felt that your presence at the following shows…greatly enhanced them – both in terms of the 
public being able to learn about your magnificent Suffolk Punches as well as understanding your plans for the 
Horkesley Park Heritage and Conservation Centre.

We were extremely impressed at how successfully you managed to convey all of the detailed plans you have for 
Horkesley Park and the professional manner in which you shared this information…

…Your staff must also be congratulated on the tireless way they explained your plans for Horkesley Park clearly 
and concisely throughout the show days…”

Emma Owen
Director
Oakleigh Fairs

“…I am pleased to confirm that you attended this year’s Tendring Hundred Show, on Saturday 12th July, at our 
invitation, to promote the Suffolk Punch and your work in helping maintain the breed’s existence. Your stand 
was also able to present information about the Horkesley Park proposals in addition to the Suffolk Punches.

This year’s Show attracted a crowd in excess of 23,000, and provided you with an opportunity to canvass their 
views on the Horkesley Park Heritage and Conservation Centre, using banners and leaflets etc., which formed 
part of your display and enabled you to answer questions about that scheme.”

Romany Foster
Secretary
Tendring Hundred Show
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Statements by event organisers - continued…

“…I have been lucky enough to have Bunting & Sons in attendance at nearly every event with their 
Suffolk Punch horses, their presence being much appreciated by the visitors, and by myself, as they 
have proved to be a reliable, well organised, and safe attraction.

Since the inception of a potential Horkesley Park Heritage and Conservation Centre, I have talked to 
Daniel Bunting at length regarding what seems to be a very worthwhile and interesting project, and have 
been happy for him to make available information, and to talk to the public, about the plans for the centre 
at my shows. This he has done with a combination that has included information boards, a sign written 
promotional lorry, leaflets, and a running commentary throughout the events”

Richard Berry 
Director
Penny Farthing Fairs

“…In addition to your attendance at many agricultural and county shows Bunting and Sons have helped 
increase the profile of the breed by bringing horses to our demonstration area at the Suffolk Show in 
May, to the heavy horse demonstration village at the Royal Show in July, to the Suffolk Endurance 
Challenge at Euston Park in July and to our own Suffolk Heavy Horse Spectacular in September… An 
enormous number of people will have attended all those events and each of them will have come away 
with a very positive view of the Suffolk breed as a result of seeing your extremely well turned out horses 
and having an opportunity to talk to you and your staff about what you have achieved with your Suffolks 
so far and, through your roadshow trailer and signboards, about your plans for the Heritage and 
Conservation Centre at Horkesley Park…”

Amanda Hillier
Administrative Secretary
Suffolk Horse Society
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“Buntings have attended a wide range of our events over the past few years… we have been very impressed 
with their case and the superb and conscientious way they run their current concerns… As directors 
concerned with the welfare of our customers we were keen to ensure that any petition used within our events 
met strict criteria in a number of areas;

a) Petitions must be accompanied by adequate literature, easy to read and complete in content

b) Petitions must have trained personnel to answer questions from the public.

c) They must have visible information boards.

d) There should be a running commentary of explanation using amplification.

Buntings complied with all of the above. We also satisfied ourselves that information disseminated was 
accurate, fair and complied with advertising standards...”

Don Quinn and Terry Croucher
Directors
Snake in the Grass Ltd

“…The Bunting Family and their staff were on hand to explain to the public together with display boards their 
plans for Horkesley Park over the two days and also gave explanatory leaflets out so the public could see for 
themselves the plans for this excellent project which in my opinion will enhance the area and also conserve 
our heritage for future generations…”

M J Culham
Chairman
West Bergholt Vehicle Show 

Statements by event organisers - continued…
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Summary of results

The petition contains a total of 22,839 signatures obtained up to 7th December 2008 at just under 90 events, of 
which 10,682 (46.8%) are from people living within the CO postcode area and 19,102 (83.6%) from postcode 
areas within a 60 minute drive time area of the proposed Horkesley Park site.

The Tourism Feasibility Study compiled by Sykes Leisure Projects, which forms part of the Environmental 
Statement states that it is anticipated that approximately 60% of visitors to Horkesley Park will travel less than 
one hour in each direction. The one hour drive time area therefore represents according to Sykes Leisure 
Projects the “Primary Market” for visitors to Horkesley Park and the number of signatures obtained from people 
resident in the drive time area (19,102) is a useful measure of the support shown for the proposals.

Visitors travelling between one and two hours or coming from further afield to Horkesley Park are expected to 
stay in the area which will have a beneficial effect on the rural economy.



19

Summary of Appendices I – XI

Appendix Content

I Horkesley Park Information (2 pages)

II What’s new and Public Notice

III Horkesley Park Information Sheet (4 pages)

IV Anchor Inn Brochure

V Blank petition statement 

VI The Horkesley Park Heritage and Conservation Centre Petition

Note: To view the appendices as a pdf file please click anywhere on the images on the following pages –
the links open to the scanned documents.

A hard copy of the petition submitted to Colchester Borough Council as part of the planning application is expected to 
be available for inspection at Colchester Borough Council Offices, Angel Court, Colchester, Essex CO1 1FL.
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Appendix I
Horkesley Park Information (double sided A4 Sheet) originally produced March 2006

Side 1: Horkesley Park Main Content Side 2: Horkesley Park Key Aims, etc.

Note: To view the document as a pdf file please click anywhere on the image
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Appendix II
What’s new and Public Notice

Note: To view the document as a pdf file please click anywhere on the image
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Appendix III
Horkesley Park Information Sheet

Note: To view the document as a pdf file please click anywhere on the image
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Appendix IV
Anchor Inn Brochure

Note: To view the document as a pdf file please click anywhere on the image
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Appendix V
Blank Petition

:

Note: To view the document as a pdf file please click anywhere on the image
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Appendix VI
Completed Petition

Note: To view the document as a pdf file please click on one of the above events and dates –
the links open to the scanned versions of the petitions for that date.  

Some of the above dates are duplicated due to some petitions being too large as one document and 
having to be split into groups of two or more where necessary.

Food & 
Drink 

Festival
17.06.06

Kelly 
Turkeys
14.04.06

Jimmy’s 
Farm

06.05.06

Cressing 
Temple 
Barns

13.05.06

Jimmy’s 
Farm

03.06.06

Cressing 
Temple 

14.05.06

Cressing 
Temple 
Barns

14.05.06

Asparagus 
Show

04.06.06

Food & 
Drink 

Festival
18.06.06

Jimmy’s 
Farm

01.07.06

Tendring 
Show

08.07.06

Opera in 
the Orchard

09.07.06
23.07.06

West 
Bergholt 
Vehicle 
Show

29, 30.07.06

Jimmy’s 
Farm

05.08.06

Five 
Parishes
05.08.06

Blyth’s Car 
Boot Sale
06.08.06

Jimmy’s 
Farm

02.09.06

Falconry 
Fair, 

Stonham 
Barns

10.09.06

Grand 
Henham 

Steam Rally
17.09.06

Romford 
Farmer’s 
Market

24.09.06

Southend on 
Sea

Farmer’s 
Market

30.09.06

Jimmy’s 
Farm

07.10.06

Cressing 
Temple
Barns

14.10.06

Cressing 
Temple
Barns

15.10.06

21.10.06

Southend on 
Sea

Farmer’s 
Market

30.09.06

Jimmy’s 
Farm

04.11.06
05.11.06 18.11.06

Cressing 
Temple 
Barns

26.11.08

Jimmy’s 
Farm

02.12.06

Colchester 
Christmas 

Market
03.12.06

18.11.06

Colchester 
Christmas 

Market
03.12.06

Colchester 
Christmas 

Market
03.12.06
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Appendix VI
Completed Petition

Colchester 
Christmas 

Market
03.12.06

Colchester 
Christmas 

Market
03.12.06

Ware 
Farmer’s 
Market

12.12.06

Harlow 
Farmer’s 
Market

16.12.06

Romford
Farmer’s 
Market

24.12.06

Asda 
03.02.07

Harlow 
Farmer’s 
Market

16.12.06

Romford
Farmer’s 
Market

24.12.06

Asda 
04.02.07

Asda 
05.02.07

Asda 
06.02.07

Asda 
07.02.07

Asda 
10, 11.02.07

Eld Lane, 
Colchester
16.02.07

Eld Lane, 
Colchester
17.02.07

Eld Lane, 
Colchester
17.02.07

Colchester 
Town Centre
23, 24.02.07

Colchester 
Town Centre
23, 24.02.07

Cressing 
Temple 
Barns

19.05.07

Blyth’s Car 
Boot Sale
06.05.07

Jimmy’s
Farm

05.05.07

08.04.07
Jimmy’s

Farm
07.04.07

11.03.07
Colchester 

Town Centre
03.03.07

Jimmy’s 
Farm

03.03.07

Eld Lane, 
Colchester
02.03.07

Cressing 
Temple 
Barns

19, 20.05.07

Jimmy’s 
Farm

02.06.07

EWT 
Wildlife Fair
02, 03.06.07

Harlow Food 
& Drink 
Festival
16.06.07

Colchester 
Food & Drink 

Festival
30.06.07

Colchester 
Food & Drink 

Festival
01.07.07

Colchester 
Summertime 

Fair
07.07.07

Party in 
the Park, 

Colchester
28, 29.07.07

Note: To view the document as a pdf file please click on one of the above events and dates –
the links open to the scanned versions of the petitions for that date.  

Some of the above dates are duplicated due to some petitions being too large as one document and 
having to be split into groups of two or more where necessary.

Colchester 
Town Centre

03.03.07



27

Appendix VI
Completed Petition

Note: To view the document as a pdf file please click on one of the above events and dates –
the links open to the scanned versions of the petitions for that date.  

Some of the above dates are duplicated due to some petitions being too large as one document and 
having to be split into groups of two or more where necessary.

02.02.08

Tendring 
Show 

12.07.08

Colchester 
Food & Drink 

Festival
28.06.08

Heveningham 
Hall

06.07.08

Jimmy’s 
Farm

23.02.08

Cressing 
Temple 
Barns

17, 18.05.08

EWT 
Wildlife Fair
31.05.08/ 
01.06.08

Castle 
Ashby

07.06.08

Cambridge 
Country 
Show

14, 15.06.08

Long 
Melford 
Country 
Show

22.06.08

Colchester 
Food & Drink 

Festival
29.06.08

Colchester
Christmas

Fair
30.11.08

Cressing 
Temple 
Barns

29, 30.11.08

Grand 
Henham 
Steam 
Rally

20, 21.09.08

Falconry 
Fair,

Stonham
Barns

06, 07.09.08

Hainault 
Country 
Show

23, 24 and 
25.08.08

Halstead 
Country 
Show

02, 03.08.08

West 
Bergholt 
Vehicle 
Show

27.07.08

Five 
Parishes 

Show
05.08.07

Falconry 
Fair,

Stonham 
Barns

08, 09.09.07

Grand 
Henham 

Steam Rally
15, 16.09.07

Colchester 
Christmas 

Fair
18.11.07

Colchester 
Town Centre

16.12.07

Cressing 
Temple 
Barns 

13, 14.10.07

Cressing 
Temple 
Barns

24, 25.11.07

Colchester 
Christmas 

Fair
18.11.07

Colchester
Christmas

Fair
30.11.08

Jimmy’s 
Farm

07.12.08

Hainault 
Country 
Show

23, 24 and 
25.08.08

West 
Bergholt 
Vehicle 
Show

29.07.07


