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Introduction

The applicants, Bunting & Sons has spent about 9 years and invested over £6m to be in a position to create 
Horkesley Park Heritage and Conservation Centre (Horkesley Park). Strategic acquisitions have been made to 
bring it all together, far-reaching professional studies and assessments have been undertaken and open 
engagement with the public has been ongoing.

In addition to the information contained within the Planning Application, Environmental Statement, Technical 
Reports, Supporting Documents, Plans and Drawings, there is a large amount of additional supporting 
information relating directly to Bunting & Sons that it is appropriate to take into consideration.

This document contains background information about Bunting & Sons and the vision for Horkesley Park.

Neil Mattinson 
Partner, LDA Design

January 2009



4

Bunting & Sons history and ethos

Bunting & Sons is a family business founded on a passion and commitment for the countryside. Over the 
years the business has diversified from its horticulture origins; however, all areas of the business have a 
rural focus and are interlinked with the common thread of conservation and heritage. 

Established in 1820, Bunting & Sons is one of Colchester’s oldest businesses and is currently in the hands 
of sixth and seventh generation partners. Throughout the entire history of the business Bunting & Sons’
roots have been firmly entrenched in the Borough of Colchester.

Bunting & Sons has been recognised for its achievements and contributions as a business located in a rural 
community, enhancing the local environment and making a positive impact on the rural economy by 
providing services and employment in the countryside.  They won Rural Business of the Year in the 2007 
Anglian Business Awards.

The partners of Bunting & Sons
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Bunting & Sons commitment to supporting the local economy

Bunting & Sons is a forward thinking, multi-layered rural business and has grown into being one of the largest 
rural employers in the Borough of Colchester, making a significant contribution to the local economy. They are 
actively involved within the business community in Colchester and look forward to continuing to contribute to 
the success of the long-term vision for Colchester.

The rural enterprises comprise:

Westwood Park - Centre for Business located within a period manor house, 

Westwood Park - Special events and estate enterprises,

The Anchor Inn - a traditional village pub/restaurant with its own heritage farm, 

Carter’s Vineyards - a working vineyard with its own conservation area,

Westwood Park Home Farm - a traditional livestock farm.

Bunting & Sons is committed to their businesses being in tune with their surroundings, and this commitment 
and vision will continue through their forthcoming ventures. 

Westwood Park The Anchor Inn Carter’s Vineyards
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Commitment to Conservation 

One of the key aims of Horkesley Park is to promote respect for the rural environment in conjunction with 
conservation measures to help secure a sustainable future for the countryside. 

Bunting & Sons has an ongoing commitment to conservation and “living heritage”, and undertaken many 
wildlife revival projects at the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm, at Carter’s Vineyards and throughout the Bunting & 
Sons’ estate.

Recent projects undertaken at the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm include building habitats, putting up bat, bird and 
dormouse boxes (over 200 during the winter 2007/8), building stag beetle pyramids, creating slow worm, lizard, 
snake and other reptile habitats as well as improving public access to the land for the local community (see 
Appendix I).

Many of the projects undertaken by Bunting & Sons have involved groups of children.  These include groups 
from local schools and scouts both local and from all over the world (some 400 in total) as part of the 21st World 
Scout Jamboree (see Appendix II).  In the spring of 2008 a group of local Scouts (1st Colchester Scout Group) 
spent a day at the Heritage Farm building a new bird hide. 

Building a hibernaculum - a 
slow worm, lizard and snake 
habitat

A Scout visit, helping 
with traditional harvest

Creating a stag beetle pyramid



7

Commitment to Conservation continued…

Nearby at Carter’s Vineyards, in Boxted, Bunting & Sons have nearly forty acres of vines, lakes, woodland 
and wild flower meadows, which are available for visitors to explore. With no mains electricity or water, 
Carter’s is powered on a day-to-day basis by wind and solar energy with water coming from the well and 
waste water processed through a reed-bed filtration system. 

Carter’s Vineyards have received a number of awards for environmental awareness including the Colchester 
District Business Environmental Awareness Award in 2007, and the Essex Countrywide Environmental 
Awareness Award in 2008 (see appendix III).  These awards acknowledge its achievements and ongoing 
environmentally friendly initiatives. 

The commitment of Bunting & Sons to the preservation of the countryside is much more than just words and 
can be seen in action through their businesses and the proposed plans for Horkesley Park will demonstrate 
examples of good practice and innovation. 

Wind turbine at Carter’s Vineyards Solar Panels and Wind Turbine 2008 Essex Countrywide 
Environmental Awareness Award
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Commitment to Education 

Bunting & Sons have established links with local schools enabling children of different ages to gain valuable 
educational experiences, which supports their work in the classroom. 

Children regularly visit the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm where they have taken part in a range of activities 
including hands on conservation work - creating habitats for wildlife, transferring reptiles from endangered 
sites and releasing them into a hibernaculum, finding out how the Heritage Farm is integrated with the local 
environment, meeting the Suffolk Punches, often at work, and visiting the kitchen garden.

In line with the healthy eating focus in schools the chefs at the Anchor Inn have demonstrated the link 
between farming and food “from field to fork” and have provided food samplings to encourage children to try 
new foods (see appendicies IV - V).

At Westwood Park children have taken the opportunity to plant and harvest their own crops of potatoes in the 
vegetable garden and enjoyed being involved in hands on gardening and finding out about where their food 
comes from. 

Meeting the Suffolk Punches Learning about the animals Planting potatoesLearning about       
“from field to fork”
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Commitment to Education continued…

Groups from a Colchester secondary school have spent a day looking at the proposals for Horkesley Park, 
visiting the site and giving their feedback on the proposals.

Other events such as the annual Easter Egg Hunt on the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm encourage children and 
families to experience the countryside and learn about the animals and the work carried out on the Heritage 
Farm.

Bunting & Sons commitment to education goes much beyond school years, believing that learning is for all.

With this in mind Bunting & Sons host a number of groups including back to work programmes, English as a 
second language and hospital/care groups.

These visits vary from participating in conservation projects, working on the farm to talks on animal 
husbandry and the Heritage Farm.

Volunteers clearing land 
for conservation

The finished pyramids!Building stag beetle 
pyramids

Areas ready to encourage 
new wildlife 
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Statement from Stephen Bunting 

“As one of Colchester's oldest existing family businesses, Bunting & 
Sons’ ability to adapt and adjust to changing economic trends has 
been key to our success over our history of 189 years. The business 
has evolved and diversified from our traditional horticultural UK and 
overseas origins, with our whole ethos being about quality. Through 
research, focus and attention to detail this attitude to business has 
passed from generation to generation.

Our past achievements have included being awarded the Queen’s 
Award for Export Achievement in 1991 for our work in pioneering 
Biological Pest Control for integrated crop protection. 

Through our different business enterprises based in the Borough of 
Colchester Bunting & Sons has created many thousands of local rural 
jobs and we are proud of our achievements in making a positive 
impact on the rural economy and providing services and employment 
in the countryside.

Looking to the future we are confident that our exciting proposals for 
Horkesley Park will build on the success of the business,  providing 
educational, cultural, recreational and informal countryside leisure 
facilities to meet the needs of the rapidly expanding community,
creating a range of new quality jobs, generating business within the 
local economy and contributing towards the development of 
sustainable tourism in the area.

Stephen Bunting

The Queen’s Award for Export Achievement
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Statement from Stephen Bunting continued…

Bunting & Sons are proud of the refined proposals for Horkesley Park and 
delighted it is so strongly supported by the Environmental Impact 
Assessments which have been undertaken over a number of years by
leading independent specialists and national experts. 

Our vision for Horkesley Park is to create an exciting new visitor attraction, 
which will be a Celebration of the English Countryside of local, regional 
and national importance. 

The plans will create a large country park, and transform a redundant 
tomato glasshouse nursery site into a regional visitor centre including an 
art gallery, Suffolk Punch Breeding Centre, Farm Barn and much, much 
more…

The redundant tomato glasshouses and industrial type buildings and other 
structures currently on the site will be removed altogether and replaced by 
a much smaller group of buildings sympathetic to the surroundings. The 
ground level footprint will be approximately half the area of the existing 
buildings.

The Main Building’s design principles have taken inspiration from award 
winning visitor centres. It will be a stunning contemporary building, 
integrated sensitively into the countryside with a wildflower grass roof to 
minimise impact and create a superb bright and airy environmentally 
friendly building. This will be a leading example of sustainability techniques 
and systems ensuring the lowest possible impact on the environment and 
environmental resources. 

The redundant glasshouse nursery

Artists impression of the Main Building 
at Horkesley Park

Artists impression of the Country 
Park and underground “Warren”
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Statement from Stephen Bunting continued…

Horkesley Park promises to be an outstanding cultural and leisure-time centre.  It will consist of a range of 
elements from farming and fine art to gardens and renewable energy to appeal to all ages and interests, from 
education to recreation and will be a unique and vibrant place for the enjoyment of local people as well as 
visitors to the area.

The feedback and comments in support of the proposals for Horkesley Park have been overwhelming. We 
believe that generally people understand that agriculture, which has shaped our beautiful countryside, has to 
respond to change. By taking this opportunity to create a magnificent country park and to use the site of acres 
of redundant glasshouses and industrial type buildings and other structures we are able to undertake a 
sensitive modernisation that takes full account of the past and reinvigorates the land use in a uniquely 
imaginative way, which makes sense both economically and environmentally.

Horkesley Park will be an asset for the community, an amenity for local people and a draw for tourists, giving 
access to the countryside and providing hundreds of jobs.

The views and requirements of local people, which we regard very seriously and have listened to carefully, 
have been taken into account in the new proposals and with the support of the general public, the many 
conservation organisations we have been working with and Colchester Borough Council we look forward to 
the proposals becoming a reality.”

Stephen Bunting
Partner, Bunting & Sons

January 2009
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One of the major components of Horkesley Park will be The Suffolk Punch Breeding Centre, sufficient in size 
and capability to play a vital part in helping to pull back from extinction East Anglia's only breed of heavy 
horse.

The numbers of the seriously endangered Suffolk Horse breed of heavy horse have dwindled and today there 
are in the region of 450 UK registered pure Suffolk Punches left in the world.  The Suffolk Horse Society 
(founded in 1877) is a registered charity which works in conjunction with all breeders to promote the breed and 
encourage breeding and Bunting & Sons have worked closely with the society for a number of years.

Whilst the future of the breed has looked uncertain in the past, the number of Suffolk Punches has gradually 
increased in recent years, due to the work being done by enthusiastic owners and breeders. However, 
securing their future will take many years and the efforts of all breeders are vital in increasing numbers and 
generating interest and awareness both of the breed and the work being done by the breeders themselves.

It is difficult to be precise about the actual figure as it is ever-changing but recent figures stated that the 
number of pure bred UK registered passported Suffolk Punches amounted to: 70 males, 249 females, 112 
geldings and 25 stallions.  There were only 41 pure breed foals born and registered in 2008.

There are currently only 28 registered Suffolk Punches located in Essex, of which 13 belong to Bunting & 
Sons - currently stabled at Bunting & Sons Home Farm in Great Horkesley.

Commitment to the preservation of the Suffolk Horse

Withersfield Pride and her 2006 foal, 
Horkesley Park Grace

Some of the Suffolk Punches at     
Bunting & Sons farm, Great Horkesley

The 2008 filly foals and mares
Horkesley Park Hope and Horkesley Park Willow
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“Bunting & Sons’ attention was first brought to the fragile 
existence of the Suffolk horse in 2000, after meeting Nigel 
Oakley and Cherry Grover, both authorities on traditional 
farming methods and owners of a substantial number of 
Suffolk horses.  As a rural business we felt strongly that we 
should do whatever we could to join the ongoing efforts, 
supported by the Suffolk Horse Society, to save East Anglia’s 
only indigenous breed of heavy horse.

As a firm not previously involved with horses, Bunting & Sons 
took the decision to become involved with Suffolks in an 
endeavour to play a role in helping to pull back the Suffolk 
Punch breed from near extinction and in 2002 acquired its first 
Suffolk Punches, William and Bruce both geldings bred at 
Easton Farm Park.

Since then Bunting & Sons’ number of Suffolk Punches has 
grown to 13: 1 licensed stallion, 6 geldings, 2 fillies and 4 
mares, 2 of which are in foal (due in spring 2009)

Suffolk Punch Horses – Statement from Daniel Bunting

Daniel Bunting with three of Bunting & Sons young 
Suffolk Punches

Two of Bunting & Sons Suffolk Punch geldings, William 
and Bruce
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Suffolk Punch Horses – statement from Daniel Bunting continued…

As a source of rural employment Horkesley Park will offer opportunities in 
specialised skills such as heavy horse management and will work to 
ensure the continuation of the traditional skills and knowledge required to 
support the breed. Bunting & Sons has been training staff for a number of 
years who will, in due course, be able to pass on these skills.

Currently members of our team are training with Nigel Oakley (horseman), 
who is passing on his many years of invaluable experience in heavy horse 
management including braiding, showing, driving heavy horses, heavy 
horsemanship and working heavy horses. 

As a result of the working apprenticeships and training by experienced 
horsemen, members of Bunting & Sons’ team have been successful in 
various competitions/shows coming second for the second year running for 
the Centenary Perpetual Challenge Cup for the Most Successful Exhibitor 
of in hand horses 2007 and 2008 awarded by the Suffolk Horse Society 
(this is out of 160 studs that are eligible to compete!).

We attend many agricultural shows, such as the Suffolk Show, where we 
show the horses, take part in demonstrations – harnessing, ploughing 
using traditional equipment – and often do presentations in the main rings 
giving background information on the horses, explaining their work and 
promoting the breed. These shows are in addition to farmer’s markets and 
events attended to talk specifically about the proposals for Horkesley Park. 
The Suffolk Punches are always a big draw, and people are really very 
fond of these gentle giants.”

Daniel Bunting,
Partner, Bunting & Sons

January 2009

Chris Pratt with Suffolk Punches, 
William and Bruce

Traditional farming methods
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Commitment to the preservation of the Suffolk Horse

2008 proved to be a very successful show year for Bunting & Sons and included the great honour of taking 
the prize for Champion Suffolk Punch with Star at The Royal Show, which is one of the largest agricultural 
shows in the country and is considered the pinnacle of all shows.  

The show team attended a wide range of local shows with the Suffolk Punches, some of which were shown 
for the first time.

For full list of shows, events and awards see appendices IX - XI

Timber snigging at the Suffolk 
Horse Spectacular

Prince Charles being introduced 
to the Champion Suffolk Star

The Duchess of Cornwall 
meeting Star at the Royal Show

Some of the cups, rosettes and 
other awards won in 2008

Preparing the horses

Chris Pratt showing in hand 
at the Hadleigh Show 
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Commitment to the preservation of the Suffolk Horse

Stud Book name Stable name Role

Easton William “William” Working Gelding

Easton Bruce “Bruce” Working Gelding

Nedging Bertie “Bertie” Working Gelding

Horkesley Park Boxer “Boxer” Working Gelding

Horkesley Park Grace “Grace” Filly (2006 foal)

Horkesley Park Sovereign “Sovereign” Working Gelding

Horkesley Park Hope “Hope” Filly (2008 foal)

Shotleyfield Remus “Remus” Stallion

Shotleyfield Northern Star “Star” Working Gelding

Withersfield Pride “Pride” Foundation Broodmare

Withersfield Joy “Joy” Broodmare

Bazoo Queen Bee “Queen Bee” Working mare / broodmare in foal, due April 2009

Bazoo Quanta “Quanta” Working mare / broodmare in foal, due April 2009

Horkesley Park Suffolk Punches owned by Bunting & Sons
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Farming Estate

Westwood Home Farm, situated in Great Horkesley is the main winter livestock accommodation for 
Bunting & Sons’ Estate. This is also the temporary home of the Horkesley Park stud of Suffolk Punches.  
Westwood Home Farm has been reverted from a commercial arable and dairy farm to a traditional 
livestock farm leaning heavily to the side of conservation.

Bunting & Sons’ commitment to conservation projects at Westwood Home Farm has seen over 30,000 
native trees and hedging plants being planted over the last 6 years with another 4,500 due to be planted in 
2009.  Arable land has been reverted to species rich grass lays which have been fenced off to aid livestock 
grass management in a way that will improve wildlife corridors. Other conservation projects include the 
creation of two ponds and wetland habitat, barn owl boxes and feeding areas for wildlife.

Bunting & Sons is committed to the preservation of British native traditional breeds and currently have a 
number of suckling herds of English Longhorn, Red Poll, Dexter and Highland Cattle.  As well as native 
breeds of sheep (including herds of Suffolk, Jacobs and Shetlands) pigs, goats and poultry.

This commitment to native breeds will be echoed at Horkesley Park.

Dexter Cattle English Longhorn Cattle Highland Cattle Red Poll Cattle 
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Bunting & Sons Farming Estate - Statement from Hector Bunting

“The farming estate includes the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm and the large “kitchen garden” which extends to 
about 100 acres and these deliver a wealth of fresh produce to the Anchor Inn’s kitchen.  Our aspiration is 
the simplicity of delivering food to the table from the land closest to it, but in a way that restores and 
conserves a natural working landscape.

Using traditional farming methods including Suffolk Punch heavy horses, food production is that of a less 
hurried time when livestock and crops were delivered naturally and old fashioned flavour was everything.  
Meat from the estate guarantees quality and freshness in harmony with good care and a free-range life.  
There is complete synergy between the farm field and the kitchen and as much of the food at the Anchor as 
possible is sourced from the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm.

Through the Anchor Inn we promote and explain our “field to fork” and farming ethos and encourage visitors 
and the local community to enjoy the permissive path giving access to the farm free of charge for people to 
see the livestock happy and thriving in the non-intensive natural faming environment managed to also 
encourage a richness and diversity of wildlife.

The groups we have hosted at the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm have ranged from school children helping with 
the harvest to farmers’ groups talks on non-intensive faming and direct supply, providing education and 
leisure visits.  The aspirations and ethos for the Anchor Inn and Anchor Inn Heritage Farm are echoed in the 
plans for Horkesley Park – opening up the countryside for people to enjoy, good stewardship and non-
intensive farming, encouraging wildlife biodiversity and demonstrating “field to table” links”

Gathering the Lambs Saddleback Sow Jacob Shearling Flock of Welsummers
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Commitment to the Community

Bunting & Sons was established in 1820.  Throughout the firm’s history it has always been based in the 
Borough of Colchester and is one of Colchester’s longest standing businesses.  Bunting & Sons feel a deep 
sense of responsibility to the community that they have been a part of for all these years. 

Statement from Kate Bunting

“Our involvement is wide reaching – from fundraising for charities, involvement with local schools, picking up 
roadside rubbish – all with the aim of supporting and benefiting the local community.

Some of the partners have direct roles – school governorship, charity trustees, voluntary work with youth 
groups, others undertake less formal work such as hosting visits from schools and organisations such as 
scouts.

We often hold charity fundraising events, both large and small and since 2000 have helped to raise over 
£100,000 for local charities through a variety of different events (see appendices XII – XIII).  Charities we 
have supported include St Helena Hospice, Headway Essex, The Essex Wildlife Trust, The Shelley Centre for 
Therapeutic Riding, The Essex Autistic Society and many, many more…

We positively encourage our staff to participate in these events and many of our staff have willingly given up 
their spare time to help organise, run and support the projects.”

Enjoying the Stanway School concert Fundraising events at 
Westwood Park

“Art for All” charity event for  
St Helena Hospice
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Summary of Appendices I – XII

Appendix Content

I Newspaper articles regarding conservation projects at the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm and 
further afield 

II Newspaper articles regarding scout visits

III Carter’s Vineyards winning the 2008 Essex Countrywide Environmental Awareness Award and 

Harvest at the Vineyard 

IV Newspaper article regarding school visits

V Letters from children following visits to the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm

VI - VIII Newspaper article regarding Bunting & Sons Suffolk Punches

IX Country Shows attended and Awards received in 2008

X Events in addition to Country Shows attended in 2008

XI Country Shows, other events and training days attended in 2008

XII Newspaper articles regarding fundraising events
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Appendix I – Newspaper articles regarding conservation projects at the Anchor Inn Heritage 
Farm and further afield.
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Appendix II – Newspaper articles regarding scout visits
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Appendix III – Carter’s Vineyards winning the 2008 Essex Countrywide Environmental 
Awareness Award and Harvest at the Vineyard
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Appendix IV – Newspaper articles regarding
school visits
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Appendix V – Letters from children following visits to the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm
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Appendix VI – Newspaper article regarding Bunting & Sons Suffolk Punches
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Appendix VII – Newspaper articles regarding Bunting & Sons Suffolk Punches 
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Appendix VIII – Newspaper articles regarding Bunting & Sons Suffolk Punches 
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Appendix IX – Country Shows attended and Awards received in 2008

Note: To view the document as a pdf file please click anywhere on the image
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Appendix X – Events in addition to Country Shows attended in 2008

Note: To view the document as a pdf file please click anywhere on the image
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Appendix XI - Country Shows, other events and training days attended in 2008

Note: To view the document as a pdf file please click anywhere on the image
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Appendix XII – Fundraising Events
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Appendix XIII – Fundraising Events


