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Introduction

The applicants, Bunting & Sons has spent about 9 years and invested over £6m to be in a position to create
Horkesley Park Heritage and Conservation Centre (Horkesley Park). Strategic acquisitions have been made to
bring it all together, far-reaching professional studies and assessments have been undertaken and open
engagement with the public has been ongoing.

In addition to the information contained within the Planning Application, Environmental Statement, Technical
Reports, Supporting Documents, Plans and Drawings, there is a large amount of additional supporting
information relating directly to Bunting & Sons that it is appropriate to take into consideration.

This document contains background information about Bunting & Sons and the vision for Horkesley Park.

Neil Mattinson
Partner, LDA Design
January 2009
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Bunting & Sons history and ethos
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The partners of Bunting & Sons

Bunting & Sons is a family business founded on a passion and commitment for the countryside. Over the
years the business has diversified from its horticulture origins; however, all areas of the business have a
rural focus and are interlinked with the common thread of conservation and heritage.

Established in 1820, Bunting & Sons is one of Colchester’s oldest businesses and is currently in the hands
of sixth and seventh generation partners. Throughout the entire history of the business Bunting & Sons’
roots have been firmly entrenched in the Borough of Colchester.

Bunting & Sons has been recognised for its achievements and contributions as a business located in a rural
community, enhancing the local environment and making a positive impact on the rural economy by
providing services and employment in the countryside. They won Rural Business of the Year in the 2007
Anglian Business Awards.
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Bunting & Sons commitment to supporting the local economy

Bunting & Sons is a forward thinking, multi-layered rural business and has grown into being one of the largest
rural employers in the Borough of Colchester, making a significant contribution to the local economy. They are
actively involved within the business community in Colchester and look forward to continuing to contribute to
the success of the long-term vision for Colchester.

The rural enterprises comprise:

Westwood Park - Centre for Business located within a period manor house,
Westwood Park - Special events and estate enterprises,

The Anchor Inn - a traditional village pub/restaurant with its own heritage farm,
Carter’s Vineyards - a working vineyard with its own conservation area,
Westwood Park Home Farm - a traditional livestock farm.

Bunting & Sons is committed to their businesses being in tune with their surroundings, and this commitment
and vision will continue through their forthcoming ventures.
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Commitment to Conservation

One of the key aims of Horkesley Park is to promote respect for the rural environment in conjunction with
conservation measures to help secure a sustainable future for the countryside.

Bunting & Sons has an ongoing commitment to conservation and “living heritage”, and undertaken many
wildlife revival projects at the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm, at Carter’'s Vineyards and throughout the Bunting &
Sons’ estate.

Recent projects undertaken at the Anchor Inn Heritage Farm include building habitats, putting up bat, bird and
dormouse boxes (over 200 during the winter 2007/8), building stag beetle pyramids, creating slow worm, lizard,
snake and other reptile habitats as well as improving public access to the land for the local community (see
Appendix I).

Many of the projects undertaken by Bunting & Sons have involved groups of children. These include groups
from local schools and scouts both local and from all over the world (some 400 in total) as part of the 215 World
Scout Jamboree (see Appendix II). In the spring of 2008 a group of local Scouts (1%t Colchester Scout Group)
spent a day at the Heritage Farm building a new bird hide.

Building a hibernaculum - a A Scout visit, helping Creating a stag beetle pyramid
slow worm, lizard and snake with traditional harvest
habitat
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Commitment to Conservation continued...

Nearby at Carter's Vineyards, in Boxted, Bunting & Sons have nearly forty acres of vines, lakes, woodland
and wild flower meadows, which are available for visitors to explore. With no mains electricity or water,
Carter's is powered on a day-to-day basis by wind and solar energy with water coming from the well and
waste water processed through a reed-bed filtration system.

Carter’'s Vineyards have received a number of awards for environmental awareness including the Colchester
District Business Environmental Awareness Award in 2007, and the Essex Countrywide Environmental
Awareness Award in 2008 (see appendix Ill). These awards acknowledge its achievements and ongoing
environmentally friendly initiatives.

The commitment of Bunting & Sons to the preservation of the countryside is much more than just words and
can be seen in action through their businesses and the proposed plans for Horkesley Park will demonstrate
examples of good practice and innovation.

Wind turbine at Carter’s Vineyards Solar Panels and Wind Turbine 2008 Essex Countrywide

Environmental Awareness Award





















































































